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Bail Out by Troy White Hickory Aviation Museum

Cripes A’Mighty. From Ken Cripes A’Mighty 3™; new photo
Wagnon to Bill Wiemann. by Sam Sox.
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Board of Directors

Rachel Preddy Harris
Honorary Director

Tim Key, President
Clyde T. Gaskins, Vice President
The Hon. John Faircloth, Secretary

Joe Noah, Founder/Treasurer

From the Triad:
William F. Black
Thomas Brock
Susan Dusenbury
Col. Bruce Guard (AUS Ret)
The Hon. Horace R. Kornegay
Curtis Laughlin
Harold R. McCollum
William B. Mills, Atty.
William J. Moore
James G. Rucker

Walker F. Rucker

From Other Places:
Marc Hamel, Raleigh, NC

Col. Stephen Hicks (USAF Ret)
Oak Hill, VA

Robert Huddleston, Chapel Hill, NC

C. M. Hunt, Jr., M.D.
Swansboro, NC

Morton Lester, Martinsville, VA
Van B. Noah, M.D. Raleigh, NC
Dolph Overton, Smithfield, NC

Steve Parker Lumberton, NC
Robert H. Powell, Atlanta, GA
Robert Reese, Winter Park, FL
Harding Shinn, Charlotte, NC
Eddie A. Smith, York, SC

Samuel L. Sox, Jr., CLU,
Myrtle Beach, SC

Directors Emeritus

Carson Bain

Craig Harris

This report is dedicated to the
memory of Craig Harris, a PMF board
member who died in August at home in
Durham, NC. The PMF is in the process
of determining whether or not Craig has
a memorial plague at the Mighty
Eighth Air Force Museum where he
served on the board and as past
president. If not, we will donate one to
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his memory. We have one there for
George and Bill Preddy, and now we
have one for George’s two crews, 487"
& 328" Fighter Squadrons. See inserted

page.

Board Meeting )
PMF President Tim Key and

Bill Moore arranged for a dedication of
the Preddy House plague in connection
with the May 2007 PMF Board
meeting. Following the board meeting
at the Major George Preddy VFW
Post 2087, some members adjourned to
605 Park Avenue for the ceremony. The
PMF thanks the current owners of The
Preddy House, Gavin Douglas and
Nadja Cech, for allowing us to place
the plaque on their home. And we thank
Nadja for taking the above photo.

Board Members

Note the list of PMF Board
Members in the left column. Bob
Huddleston and Dolph Overton have
been removed from the retired list. The
reason for this is that they are more
than able to communicate via email and
telephone, and we need and get their
advice and their votes!! We have other

board members who live too far away to make
many of our board meetings: Bob Powell, Bob
Reese, and Steve Hicks. But their advice and
votes are also needed and available by email.

Hickory Aviation Museum

Sam Sox provided some photos and
other memorabilia to the new Hickory Aviation
Museum recently. Joe Noah and Eddie Smith
visited Kyle Kirby, a director, and took him
several more items and $500 worth of Preddy
merchandise on contingency. However, they
paid for all of it immediately. Kyle and Jim
Malcolm gave me a full tour of their Museum
and plans. They plan to devote one full room to
the Preddy brothers, and we plan to fill it! Otto
Gaskins has ordered five more busts of George
and one will go to Hickory. We have a new
painting by Troy White entitiled “Bail Out”
which represents the day, January 29, 1944,
when George had to bail out of his Jug into the
cold English Channel. That painting will be
loaned to the Museum, but other prints and the
bust will be donated.

Cripes A’Mighty

Ken Wagnon has sold his Oshkosh
Champion Mustang (shown on cover) which he
had restored in the markings of George Preddy’s
last mount. He sold it to Bill Wiemann of
Alpine, WY . Bill hopesto take Cripes A’Mighty
to Columbus, OH for The Gathering of
Mustangs and Legends taking place at the end
of September 2007. Several PMF Members plan
to attend the event. Kermit Weeks will not take

his Cripes
A’Mighty 3"
(see photo)

which he keeps
at his Fantasy of
Flight Museum
near Orlando;
instead he is
taking hisP-51C
restored in the
markings of a
Tuskegee
Ailrman
Mustang. Art
Teeters, Cal &
Pacific o
Airmotive, one
of the oldest
warbird restorers
in the world,
traces the
transition to
restoring aircraft to their WW Il markings to the
ambitious owner of a particular Mustang,
Kermit Weeks and Cripes A’Mighty 3rd. Art
says, “the popularity of that one airplane after




its first restoration in 1983 struck up an interest in historic
authenticity. Kermit put a lot of effort into getting it right,
and that really caught people's fascination.” In 1992,
however, Hurricane Andrew leveled the Weeks Air
Museum in Tamiami, Florida, severely damaging Cripes
and most of the other aircraft in the collection. A
subsequent rebuild, this time by Cal Pacific, further raised
the standard of historic restoration. Public appreciation of
the greatest generation’s greatest fighter grew, along with
interest from wealthy warbird aficionados.” Cripes
A’Mighty 3™ won an unprecedented second Experimental
Aircraft Association Grand Champion award at Oshkosh
in 1999; then Ken Wagnon won the award later with his
Cripes A’Mighty restored by Mike VVadeboncouer..The
black & white photo on the cover of this report was
taken on 19 July 1944 when the 352" Fighter Group had
on display four Mustangs belonging to aces, Cripes
A’Mighty 3™ being one of them. This photo was in bad
shape when Sam Sox found it, so he improved it
immensely with PhotoShop. July 19" was the day of the
Big Review of the base by 8th Fighter Command
dignitaries. Guests included Generals Kepner, Spaatz,
Doolittle, and War Secretary Henry L. Stimson.

St. Paul’s American Roll of Honour

Inscribed in this Roll of Honour
are the names of those Americans serving with the
Candian, British and United States Armed Forces who
gave their lives while enroute to or while stationed in the

— United Kingdom. It also
includes those members of
units permanently based in the
United Kingdom who made
the supreme sacrifice between
D-Day and VE-Day.”

When Joe & Betty Noah were
living in London in 1979-80,
we discovered that Bill
Preddy’s name was missing
from the Roll. Perhaps this
was because Bill was listed as
Missing in Action until
| October 1945 when he was
@l declared Killed in Action. We
&l did not learn what happened

- —_ to Bill until 1991. In any
event, Betty visited the US Embassy and they had the error
corrected. However, his name had to be added at the end of
the Roll, not in alphabetical order. When the Mighty
Eighth decided they would digitize all the names on the
Roll, the PMF made a significant donation to help. Many
problems have developed between the 8" and the British
on this project, but | have been assured by Ivan McKinney,
President of the 8" AFHS, and by Bob Book, Project
Manager, that the project will get done! We are most
interested in this so that Americans will not have to travel
to England to view the names on the Roll, and George and
Bill will have their names in alphabetical order.

Remember, George and Bill Preddy were the only
brothers both of whom were killed in combat while flying
the P-51 Mustang fighter! And George will forever hold the
record as the world’s top Mustang ace!

Medal of Honor

It has been suggested by many over the years that
we should try to get the Medal of Honor for George Preddy.
Recently, Brig Gen Larry Boyd suggested to Eddie Smith
that PMF contact Maj Gen James Livingston, USMC(Ret),
a Medal of Honor recipient, and get his advice. Gen
Livingston advised us to write to the Secretary of the
Army. He said that it would take about 60 days to get a
reply. Our letter is dated 29 July 2007.

New Brochure

We have new brochures now. The old brochure
used the Greensboro Historical Museum as our address. We
didn’t have a web site when we designed the brochure. Now
we do, and that is given as our address on the new
brochures:

www.preddy-foundation.org

New Book

Please review the insert about the Blue Nosed
Bastards of Bodney, Robert Powell, Editor, with much help
from Sam Sox, Marc Hamel and Tom lvie. I think all of you
will find it to be most interesting!

White Flight

Several years ago,
the PMF bought the
remaining stock of prints
of White Flight by Darrell
Crosby. We have sold
many of them, but now we
are placing them in public
places where the recipient |
agrees to frame and
display it.

PMF Finances

As of August 22, 2007, the PMF has $6398 in it’s
checking account, and $28,527 in mutual funds. We have
no current liabilities. We have $4300 in loans for the BNT
and for seats at The Gathering of Mustangs & Legends.

KEEPING THE MEMORY ALIVE!



The Preddy Memorial Foundation was established to ensure that the
Preddy brothers and their comrades-in-arms will continue to be honored
for their significant contributions to victory during World War I1.
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PREDDY MEMORIAL FOUNDATION DONORS

Edward M. Allen

Fred M. Allison, Jr.
Donald B. Austin

LCDR John R. Baldwin, USN
Marc Baranson

Robert H. Berly, Jr.
Charles S. Boone

John F. Bracken

Randy & Steven Brown
Jim & Johnathan Burrell
Douglas A. Campbell
James & Charlotte Carpenter
Edward C. Carson

Hugh G. Caudill

Thomas S. Colones
Clyde E. Corbett
George A Crute

Frank E. Curran

L. Dan Denney

Louis DesJeunes

Jerome R. Dodson

Lt. Col. Joseph L. Dornstadter,
(Deceased)

Bernon Driggers

Rick Drisko

George E. Dunn

Dan R. Etheridge

Mark Everett

E. L. Faulconer, Jr.
George L. Fisher
Marguerite H. Fitzpatrick
Robert W. Fox

James V. Frick, III

Noel E. Garvin

Carol Ann Garratt

Bruno Genne’

Jean Gillain

Joel G. Godwin

Rocky Gooch

Elmer W. Graves Jr.

Earl E Ashworth

Jay, Lisa & Noah Bailey
Frances Noah Baldwin
CMSGT James W. Baldwin
John J. Bannister (dec)
William L. Beerman, Jr.
Charles B. Benyunes
Doug Boswell

Earle W. Briggs

Laura P. Brock

Edward C. Carson
Edward A. Chapman
Robert J. Cissell
Charles R.Clark

John A. Cocklereece

C. A. Coleman

Anthony B. Cristo
Robert Dodd

Larry E. East, VFW Post 2087
Donna L. Fisher

William H. Freeman
Lloyd]. French

Thomas & Mary Gaskins

December 1993 -September 9, 2007

Ace's Club $1-$99

Jeffrey C. Grosse

William B. Grossman
William C. Harris, Jr.

Ned Harrison

William P. Heitman

Edwin L. Heller, Ace (Deceased)
D. Blake High

Bernard M. Howard

Steven R. Howard

John G. Hunter

Tom Ivie

Thomas W. Javery

Roger A. Jennings, Jr.

Lt. Col. William L. Johnson Sr
USAF(Ret)

Harold J. Kage

William R. Kaluta, deceased
Alex A. Karan

Barbara Karison

Kyle Kirby & HKY Aviation Museum
Capt. Joseph P. Kramer III, USN
William G. Kurdian Sr.

John L. Latham

Clark Luster

Joseph J. MacDougald I
Ignazio G. Marinello

Kurt Mayer

Ken McCoy

E. C. McLean, Jr.

Andrew L Meyer

Chris Mihok

Jerome ]. Miller

Steve Millikin

Dennis Mitchell

James Molen

A Grady Morgan

Michael F. Murphy

Nollie W. Neill, Sr.

Charles P. Newell, Jr.

Double Ace's Club $100 - $199

John H Gihlstorf

James B. Hall, M. D.

Jennifer C. Harris

Harry H. Henry

Donald F. Herbst

Don Hickey

C. Linwood Holt

Paul Holt

William Jibby

Carl Kuklis

Joseph F. Laufer, Lt. Col. USAF(Ret)
John T. Linton

Donald G. Littge

Ford D. Little Jr.

Roger Long

Charles C. Loy

Robert W. Lyons

William Ben Marion

LtGen W. W. Marshall, USAF (Ret)
Mary Lou McEachern, et al
Winfred S. McLeod (deceased)
Sandra Merrill

]J. Elwood Mitchell, Jr.

Jeffrey S. Noble

Hugh D. North, Jr. (Deceased)
David R Norwood

The Patchwork House
Al Passero

Guyon L. Phillips

Ted Phillips Jr.

Bernice L. Petersen
Michael Reynolds

Carlo A. Ricci

Thomas J. Ridolfo

Barry T. Roberts

Robert J. Robinson
Steve Rozek

Duerr H. Schuh, Ace
Robert L. Scott Fan Club
Association

John Seilback

Anthony S. Sklodowski
Roger Smith

Cdr. Thomas G. Smith
Arthur C. Snyder
Andrew Sostak
Emerson L. Spivey, Jr.
Lt. Col. Dayton A. Starnes,
USAF(Ret)

Robert E. Summers

Guy P. Taylor

William J. Teague
Leonard V. Travis

Maj. George Preddy VFW Post 2087
Joe Weary

Robert E. Webb

Daniel A. Welch

Harold Whitehead

J. David Whitener
Edgar P. Wilkins
Edward R. Williams
Alane Wright

Raymond R. Mitchell
William J. Moore

James E. Morrah

William H. Morrison, Jr.
Paul Nielsen

Lawrence R. Noah III
Mary Ann Boyd Oettinger
Lt Gen Charles C Pattillo USAF Ret
James R. Perrin

Bernice L Petersen

Bill Reynolds

Eddie Lee Rosier, France
William B. N. Schultz

Col James C. Selman, USAF (Ret)
Jack H. Stack

Richard Taylor

Thomas P. Taylor Jr.
Michael Vadeboncoeur
Charles E. Weill, Jr.
William B. Welch

Kiplin Williams

Frederick A. Yochim



Major Eldon P. Allen, USAF (Ret)
Edward M. Allen

James B. Anthony

Russell N. Barringer, Jr.

David R. Brown

]. Gordon Cartee (deceased)
Allan Critcher

Stephen C. Finnigan

Joseph H. Gasperini

Richard Gonzales

Greensboro High Class of 36
Col. Bruce C. Guard, AUS (Ret)
Marc L. Hamel

Leonard Henderson

Rachel Preddy Harris

352" Virtual Pilots Association
Carson Bain

Scott Boucek

Thomas H. Brock III

William Chisholm

William H. Craft

Richard J. & Evelyn G. DeBruin
Billy Garmon, Artist

Louis P. Godwin

C. Craig Harris

Tim Key, KF4AMRD

Richard R. Allen, Sr.

J. Fred Baumann
William F. Black

Lee Brookshire

Clyde T. “Otto” Gaskins
Todd & Alicia Gehrke

John & Linda Faircloth
Jeff Foley
David J. Hayes

Van B. Noah, M. D

Morton W. Lester

Steve & Sue Forsberg

Note: PMF has over 50 Honorary Members who also receive this newsletter.

Triple Ace's Club $200 - $499

Col. Stephen R. Hicks, USAF
Leroy C. Hill, Jr.

Gary L. Honbarrier

Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Howard
Robert Huddleston

L. Alex Jordon, Jr.

Koczar Koenig

Horace R. Kornegay

Reese A. Lewis

C. Allan Matthews

Harold R. McCollum
Jefferey Michael

VAdm Gerald E. Miller, USN (Ret)
H. Bryan Noah, M. D.

John Oberholtzer

Four-Star Ace's Club $500 - $999

Maj. Gen. Joseph ]J. Kruzel, USAF
John E. Lambeth, Video Artist

Jack & Carolyn Hite

Nelson R. Jesup

James & Geraldine Lambright Trust
Curtis Laughlin, Jr.

Vlado Lenoch, Mustang Owner

H. Walter Lutterloh

Joseph]. McVay

Pat O'Hern

Five-Star Ace's Club $1,000 - $2,499

Robert P. Gorrell

C. M. Hunt, Jr., M. D
Joseph M. Hutton Jr.
Fred & Judy Johnson
James A. Laurier, Artist

Six-Star Ace's Club $2,500 -$4,999

Melvin G. Kuhaneck
Ralph C. Lester
William B. Mills

Seven-Star Ace's Club $5,000 -$9,999

Florence P. Reese (dec)

Eight-Star Aces Club $10,000-$14,999

Microsoft Corporation

Nine-Star Aces Club $15,000 to $19,999

Sidney J. Gunst, Jr

Founders Club $20,000 - 29,999

Joe & Betty Noah

Col. Jack L. Pickard, CAF
Charles R. Preddy, Jr.
Thomas G. Reich

Frank & Mary Robinson, Jr.
James G. Rucker

Glenn A. Rushman
Dorothy M. Savchak
David C. Smith

Eddie A. Smith

James R. Starnes, Ace
Olin O. Taylor

Carl H. Wagle

Roy Wendt

Benjamin E. Wilson
James N. Wood, Jr.

O. Swanson Poer, Jr.

Vincent Poliseo

James R. Preddy

Charles E. Rogers, Col. USAF(Ret)
Walker F. Rucker

Samuel L. Sox, Jr.

John T. Talbert, III, P. E.

Wren Foundation (Marion Galloway
Wren)

Norman S. Ziglar

Alan T. Lingerfelt

Robert W. Noah

Robert H. & Betty Powell, Jr.

W. Harding Shinn

Robert C. Tullius, Mustang Owner

R. Thomas Patten, Mustang Owner
M/M. L. Richardson Preyer (dec)
Troy L. White, Jr., Artist

Kenneth J. Wagnon Foundation

Neil November

Robert B. Reese, Jr.

Some donations have been made in

memory/honor of others. To conserve space and keep this report to it’s original size, those names are kept on file. All

donations are listed above.





